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“Nothing Stops A Bullet Like A Job”



Gregory J. Boyle, S.J.  

Founder and Chief Executive Officer – Homeboy Industries

Awards and Honors

Fr. Greg has received numerous accolades and recognitions on behalf of Homeboy and for his work with former gang members, including the California Peace Prize granted by the California Wellness Foundation in 2000 and the 2004 Lifetime Achievement Award from MALDEF.  In 2007, Fr. Greg received the Bon Appétit magazine “Humanitarian of the Year” Award and the Caring Institute’s Caring People Award.  In 2008, Fr. Greg was honored with the Civic Medal of Honor by the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce and the Irvine Leadership Award conferred by the James Irvine Foundation.  

In 2009 the Los Angeles Headquarters Association honored Fr. Greg as one of the city’s leading visionaries responsible for changing the face of Los Angeles, and the Harvard Club of Southern California recognized him with the John Harvard Award for Distinguished Service to the Community.  In celebration of the 25th Anniversary of his ordination, an acknowledgement of his tireless service was read into the Congressional Record by Representative Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA).  The Elfenworks Foundation presented the In Harmony with Hope Award to Fr. Greg and Homeboy, and the Los Angeles Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America named Fr. Greg as 2009 Citizen of the Year.  The Bank of America Charitable Foundation selected Fr. Greg and Homeboy Industries as a recipient of the 2009 Neighborhood Excellence Initiative Builder award, acknowledging our work in job training.

The Los Angeles YMCA conferred the Brotherhood Award on Fr. Greg during its 39th Annual YMCA Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Brotherhood Breakfast on January 15, 2010.  In May 2010, Fr. Greg received an honorary degree from Claremont University (Claremont, CA) as well as an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters conferred by Occidental College (Los Angeles).  In October, the Mexican American Opportunity Foundation conferred the Community Service Aztec Award and Peace Over Violence recognized Fr. Greg with its Humanitarian Award. Fr. Greg received the 2011 Loaves & Fishes Award for Faith in Action, presented by Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of San Francisco in March for his nearly 25 years of building what is now the nation’s largest gang intervention and re-entry program, Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles

Father Greg’s first book, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion, was released on March 9, 2010, which received the 2010 SCIBA (Southern California Indie Booksellers Association) Non-Fiction Book Award and was named as one of the Best Books of 2010 by Publishers Weekly.  The 2010 Goodreads Choice Awards finds Fr. Greg nominated as Best Debut Author and his book is nominated in the Nonfiction category (winning announcements in January 2011).

Homeboy Industries, now located in the heart of downtown Los Angeles, is recognized as the largest gang intervention and re-entry program in the county, and has become a national model.

